This appeal in favour of the innocent #& 2& 5 = 2 HL
Tibetan prisoner

of conscience Banari Chongtrul Rinpoche (Jinmei
Danzenq), formerly director of the Gyatso Children's

Home in Lhasa is directed to the following officials:

« Highcommissioner for Human Rights of the United
Nations, Ms. Navi Pillay

« President of the TAR High People's Court

 Minister of Justice of People's Republic of China

* The Chinese Embassador to Germany and to Austria

« H.E.Hu Jintao, President of PRC, Guojia Fuzhuxi

» Chairman of the TAR People's Congress

* Minister of Foreign Affairs of the PR China

* Minister of the State Nationalities Commission

 Secretary of the TAR Party Committee

* Chairman of the TAR people's government

« Prime Minister of the People's Republic of China

Sender's name and address:
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Dear Secretary,

| am writing to express my grave concern about the situation of Ti-
betan prisoner Bangri Chongtrul Rinpoche (also known as Jig-
me Tenzin, Jinmei Danzeng, aka Renbugin). He, along with his
wife was wrongly convicted on charges of splittism after a con-
struction worker at the Gyatso Children’s Home tried to hoist the
Tibetan flag during the Minority Games in 1999. He was never
aware or involved in the incident.

The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Dr Nowak, visited Bangri
Tsamtrul Rinpoche in Chushur Prison and concluded that he was
severely tortured during the time of his detention. For five days he
was interrogated day and night. He was held handcuffed with one
hand behind his shoulder and the other around his waist. His legs
were fettered, he was hooded and forced to kneel on a low stool.
Despite his critical health situation, he is suffering from heart
disease and very painful gall stones, he is denied medical
treatment for both conditions.

| urge your government to release Bangri Tsamtrul Rinpoche, as
well as other innocent Tibetan prisoners of conscience,
immediately and unconditionally, and provide them with the
medical care they need. Yours faithfully,

Bangri Rinpoche with an orphan child
in summer 1999 before his arrest
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